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Set them up to soar.

Start the new year on the right foot.
A MESSAGE FROM THE NEBRASKA STATE TREASURER

In early November, I was sworn in as Nebraska’s new state treasurer. One  
of the many important responsibilities I hold is serving as trustee for the 
Nebraska Educational Savings Trust (NEST 529). The program has a history of 
strong performance, earning accolades from respected financial authorities, 
which is why my wife and I own four NEST accounts for our children.

With a new year beginning, I want to share a few smart moves that can help 
you stay on track with your own savings goals:

•	 Evaluate your budget. Take a fresh look at monthly subscriptions or 
recurring expenses. Small adjustments can free up extra dollars to support 
your education savings goals.

•	 Automate your contributions. Setting up recurring deposits (monthly, 
quarterly, or annually) is one of the easiest ways to stay consistent and build 
momentum over time.1

•	 Review your investment portfolio. Make sure your investment strategy still 
aligns with your timeline and risk tolerance.

•	 Go paperless. Enroll in eDelivery for faster access to your documents and 
a simpler way to stay organized. And NEST 529’s new online portal makes 
it even easier to manage your account, view performance, and adjust 
contributions with just a few clicks.

Here’s to a strong start in 2026 and continued progress for the year ahead!
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In this episode, Penny offers a 
few tips for making the most of 
your NEST 529 plan.

Watch the video series at 
NEST529.com/AskPenny

    FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL: @NEST529CollegeSavings

How to set good savings goals for 2026. 
CALCULATE FUTURE COSTS OF HIGHER EDUCATION

When setting New Year’s resolutions, it’s important to keep them 
focused and achievable. One simple thing you can do now is use 
our college savings calculator.

By entering some basic information about your child, you can 
use this tool to get a better idea of the future costs of attending 
college, trade school, or other forms of higher education.

Estimate the future costs of higher education at  
NEST529.com/Calculator.

http://NEST529.com
http://NEST529.com/AskPenny
https://v3.inviteeducation.com/tools/college_savings_estimator/310?utm_campaign=n403-082863-c1&utm_source=nest-direct-q4-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=calculator


 

Tax season reminders. 
FORMS TO HAVE ON YOUR RADAR

To take advantage of any tax benefits and make sure all your 
paperwork is accurate, be aware of these forms that may apply to you.

 � NEBRASKA FORM 1040N SCHEDULE I: If you’re an account 
owner or parent/guardian listed as the custodian on a 
UGMA/UTMA account, and you contributed up to a maximum of 
$10,000 ($5,000 if married, filing separately) in 2025, you may claim 
a state tax deduction.2 List the contribution amount on Line 20. 	   

 � IRS FORM 709: Discuss this form with your tax professional if 
your account beneficiary received gifts over $19,000 ($38,000 for a 
married couple splitting gifts).  

 � IRS FORM 1099-Q: Did you make a withdrawal in 2025? Watch for 
this form, which should arrive in early February 2026.

Little Savers Activity:  
Count your change  
Use this chart to help your child count any coins 
you have lying around. And remember — when 
you’re saving money, every little bit helps!
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An investor should consider the investment objectives, risks, and charges and expenses associated with municipal fund securities before investing. This and other important information is contained in the 
fund prospectuses and the NEST College Savings Plan Program Disclosure Statement (issuer’s official statement), which can be obtained at NEST529.com and should be read carefully before investing. 
You can lose money by investing in an Investment Option. Each of the Investment Options involves investment risks, which are described in the Program Disclosure Statement. 
An investor should consider, before investing, whether the investor’s or beneficiary’s home state offers any state tax or other state benefits such as financial aid, scholarship funds, and protection from 
creditors that are only available for investments in such state’s 529 plan. Investors should consult their tax advisor, attorney, and/or other advisor regarding their specific legal, investment, or tax situation. 
The NEST College Savings Plan (the “Plan”) is sponsored by the State of Nebraska, administered by the Nebraska State Treasurer, and the Nebraska Investment Council provides investment oversight. Union Bank 
and Trust Company serves as Program Manager for the Plan. Union Bank and Trust Company is registered as a municipal advisor with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and the Municipal Securities 
Rulemaking Board (MSRB). The Plan offers a series of Investment Options within the Nebraska Educational Savings Plan Trust (the “Trust”), which offers other Investment Options not affiliated with the Plan. The Plan 
is intended to operate as a qualified tuition program. 
Except for any investments made by a Plan participant in the Bank Savings Underlying Investment up to the limit provided by Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (“FDIC”) insurance, neither the principal 
contributed to an account, nor earnings thereon, are guaranteed or insured by the State of Nebraska, the Nebraska State Treasurer, the Nebraska Investment Council, the Trust, the Plan, any other state, any 
agency or instrumentality thereof, Union Bank and Trust Company, the FDIC, or any other entity. Investment returns are not guaranteed. Account owners in the Plan assume all investment risk, including the 
potential loss of principal.
1Regular investing does not ensure a profit and does not protect against loss in declining markets.
2Account owners may deduct for Nebraska income tax purposes contributions they make to their own account (and any other accounts they own in the Nebraska Educational Savings Plan Trust) up to an overall 
maximum of $10,000 ($5,000 if married, filing separately). Contributions in excess of $10,000 cannot be carried over to a future year. For a minor owned or UGMA/UTMA 529 account, the minor is considered the 
account owner for Nebraska state income tax deduction purposes. The minor must file a Nebraska tax return for the year their contributions are made to be eligible for a tax deduction for their own contributions. In 
the case of a UGMA/UTMA 529 account, contributions by the parent/guardian listed as the Custodian on the UGMA/UTMA Plan account are also eligible for a Nebraska state tax deduction.

$2,000 on the line in 
this annual writing 
sweepstakes.
CALLING ALL 7TH AND 
8TH GRADE WRITERS

The Nebraska State Treasurer’s Office 
invites students to share their dreams 
in the 24th Annual “Why I Want to Go to 
College” Writing Sweepstakes. Students 
in 7th and 8th grade can submit a short 
essay describing why higher education is 
important to them. Winners could earn up 
to a $2,000 NEST 529 account contribution.

All essays must be post-marked by 
Monday, March 16, 2026.

Could the next winner  
be someone you know? 
Learn more at 
NEST529.com/Writing2026.

1¢ PENNIES

5¢ NICKELS

10¢ DIMES

25¢ QUARTERS

http://NEST529.com
https://nest529.com/scholarships-and-contests/?utm_campaign=n403-082863-c1&utm_source=nest-direct-q4-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=writing-2026

